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SCHOOL HOURS
FOR 2008-2009

Grades 1-6:

9:15 AM - 3:30 PM;
(Thursdays 1:00 PM
dismissal )

AM Kindergarten:
9:15 AM. - 12:00 AM

PM Kindergarten:
12:45 PM - 3:30 PM

Welcome Back to a New School Year

September
Calendar
9/3

9/4  Back to School
Picnic

9/15

9/17 Parent Informa-
tion Night

9/18 $
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Statement of Educational Philosophy
Dr. Christine G. Price, Principal
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* PTO Highlights *

* Welcome back to all of our *
parents, students and staff! We hope

* you had a terrific summer and are *
looking forward to the new school
year. We have exciting news which

* most of you have read in the *
newsflash. Kim McOsker has agreed
to be our vice president this year.

* Kim is an experienced Conant *
parent who will bring much to the
* role this year and will be well *

* prepared to take on the role of
president next year. And, of course,

* thanks to all of our parents who give *
so much — because of you we are in a *

* great position to start the new
school year!

The 2008-2009 school year will
mark our first year as a paperless
* school. Please let us know your
thoughts as we work through this
* new system. In addition to the
online Crier, we will be signing up
volunteers online and will send
* regular Friday newsflashes. Thanks *
* to LouAnne Reynolds and Pam

Nelson for their tireless technology
* efforts! *

%2 2 X X

* September 17t will mark our
first Open House - don't forget to
* mark your calendars for this
important event. As always we look
forward to your thoughts and
comments. Please feel free to contact
us and enjoy the start of fall.

Mary Ashley 263-6221
mma789@hotmail.com
Pam Alcaide 635-1783

pam.alcaide@comcast.net
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Educational Philosophy

(Continued from page 1)
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Christine G. Price, PhD

Principal

Acton School Committee Comes to
Conant School !!!

The Acton Public School Committee visits each
of the elementary schools every year. First up
this year is Conant School on Thursday Septem-
ber 18" at 7:30 pm. Dr. Price will update the
Committee on Conant’s programs and progress
during the meeting. The School Committee will
conduct its regular business including discussion
of class sizes.

The agenda will be posted several days in ad-
vance. View the agenda by visiting the School
Committee web site:
http://ab.mec.edu/about/schoolcommittee.shtm
| and following the “meetings” link. The School
Committee meeting is a great opportunity to
learn more about Conant School and the Acton
School System. | hope to see you there!

John Petersen

Member, Acton School Committee
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p ’ grounded in our core value of respect for and among all chil-
W d W dren, parents, and staff.

This year we will focus as a school community on that core
Welcome back to school! | hope you and your value of respect. Especially in times of change, respect is

family had a lovely summer and are returning rested, re- absolutely essential to maintaining a civil community. In the
laxed, and excited for the year ahead. Though school is just  coming months, teachers and children will explore the idea of
beginning, there is already a lot to celebrate at Conant! We respect, asking, “What is respect? What does respectful be-
have a new heating system; in partnership with Community  havior look like?” As a faculty, we will be asking ourselves,
Education, we are beginning three new child-care programs;  “How do we teach children to be respectful and hold respect
and we have a beautiful new school sign! As I noted inmy s core value in their lives?” I invite parents to join us in re-
August letter to you, none of these innovations would have  flections and discussions about respect this year; it will be
been possible without your support and involvement. We are  the main topic of conversation at the first Principal’s Coffee

deeply grateful for the community spirit and commitment that  |ater this fall (the date and time to follow in the next Crier).
brought each initiative to fruition!

_ _ And so, the 2008-2009 school year begins. It is an honor and
Of course, our enthusiasm for the new goes hand-in-hand a joy to work with you and your children.

with our enthusiasm for who we are and what we do. Here at  jyst based on our first day, it's going to be
Conant School, we are dedicated to the whole child, guiding 3 wonderful year!

and fostering each individual's academic, social, creative,

and physical development. We strive for academic excel-

lence as we encourage intellectual discipline. We work in

partnership with families to honor the diversity of our commu- Dr. Christine G. Price

nity. And all of this is possible because our school culture is

Principal

A Reminder about Open House 2008

Welcome!

I want to remind everyone that we are splitting our traditional Open
House into TWO separate dates this year to accommodate our sum-

C 4 4 % & , 1 mer construction project. Please make a note of these two important
%% 4 %N 3 4 13 4 dates; an informational flyer will also be sent home on Friday
1% % %% 5 14 4 %
51 c 2 1 C %5 5C 2 First, on Wednesday, September 17", we will host a Parent Informa-
, 1 5 ! 4 4 % 33 3 tion Night when he faculty and staff will welcome PARENTS ONLY
1% < 5 2, 51 ; to the school from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m..
& % 3 1 ? 5 3 &84 %
82 T, &3 % Kindergarten through Grade Three parents are invited to attend
3 3 1 %3 1 from 7:00 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.; Fourth through Sixth Grade parents are
1 , & %2 & & invited to attend from 7:45 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. C  overall focus of the
& 1 4 C 5 evening will be to meet your child’s/children’s teachers, learn

about the grade level curriculum, and see your child’s

8714 4 % f °F % 14 3 classroom. The intent is to give you some helpful infor- U
, & % , 3 “ mation to start off the year, since our Open House ﬂ
% 4 3 3 &1 won't be held until October 8th. 1
) $ 4 Second, on Wednesday, October 8" from 8:30 a.m to 9:30
333 ) s 4 a.m. we will hold our traditional Open House along with our tradi-
%3 5 3& & tional fall “Muffins with Mom, Donuts with Dad” breakfast)
> 7 4 3 3, * ; % 4 3 3
o 4 % 3 5/ C % 4 2 % 1
T 5 5( % , 5 .8 |4 4 2 4 5
3 ;A) & 3 1 % 2 & 42 ; 55 « % 4 3 Og) Recall that we have made this change to accommodate the completion
8 82 1 & of our summer building project, which required teachers to wait until
7 ’ a 2 2 1 % 1 the last week of August before they could set up their classrooms.
’ &3 6 5C % 4 3 Giving teachers additional time to settle in and get to know their
4 & — 2 8 U classes, as well as giving children time to create work they want to
share with parents, seemed to be a wise plan for all concerned’
S(3 5 ¢ ’ We thank you for being flexible about this change in format, and we

hope you will join us for both events!

Dr. Christine G. Price
Dr. Christine Price, Principal
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Change a Light, Change the World
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bulbs for disposal and sells replacements.
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Question: email ConantGrade6@gmail.com or ask 6th grade parent, Kathy Peebles.

- Kathy Peebles

56 2
37 ;

, 2%

1 compact fluorescent bulbs properly. Acton Ace Hardware accepts used fluorescent

2

3 K6l
#

Bulb Size GE 15Watt | GE 20Watt | GE 26Watt Maxlite Maxlite Total
. 13Watt 20Watt
Price $3.00 $3.00 $3.00
. . . $4.00 $4.00
equivalent | equivalent | equivalent
to 60 watt | to 75 watt | to 100 watt | equivalent | equivalent e,
bulb bulb bulb to 60 watt | to 75 watt )
bulb bulb =i
Quantity @D@@
$ Subtotal
Conant Has a School Sigh Now Y
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Ping Zheng on Behalf of School Sign Project Committee
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LOOKOUT FOR LICE!!!
A GUIDE FOR PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF HEAD LICE

WHAT ARE HEAD LICE?
- J2 K 4 & 1 & & 4 13 % 3 4
11 & 5C 3 ol % % 1 8 & , 41 & 2 & 5C 1
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HOW ARE HEAD LICE SPREAD?
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HOW DO I CHECK FOR HEAD LICE?
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CAN HEAD LICE CAUSE INFECTIONS?
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TREATMENT
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WHAT DO I DO WHEN I FIND LICE OR NITS?
M cCLCZ G

M : 2, 1 % %% 5
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1 % , 6/L 1 8 4 4 5
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M 4 3 % 3 1 2 3&1 4 4
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* Report all cases of head lice to the school nurse. It is also a good idea to notify the parents of your child’s
close playmates. Don’'t be embarrassed; head lice are NOT a sign of uncleanliness.

PREVENTION
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

* Warn your child not to leave clothing items in piles at school or at other after-school activities.
* Instruct your child not to share clothing, hairbrushes, etc. with friends.

* Tie back or braid long hair.

* Check your child’s hair and scalp WEEKLY throughout the school year. This may take up to 30-45 minutes,
but it will become routine. It is much easier to treat a mild infestation than when lice have been living on your
child’s head for weeks!

* Check your child’s hair when you receive a lice notification from his/her classroom, then return the notice to
school.

WHAT CAN I DO TO AVOID REINFESTATION?
* Recheck for reinfestation 7-10 days after the initial treatment, and treat again if necessary.
* Recheck all family members whether they were infested or not during the next two to three weeks.

* Remember to treat the home environment. Vacuum rugs and upholstered furniture, mattresses and car
seats as needed to remove loose hairs and nits. Clean clothing, bed linens as outlined under treatment. Be
sure to clean combs and brushes.

HEAD LICE PROCEDURE OF THE ACTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND ACTON-BOXBOROUGH
REGIONAL SCHOOLS

Like many school systems, the Acton and Acton-Boxborough Schools have a “No-Nit” procedure recom-
mending that students have no nits in their hair in order to attend school. This increases the likelihood that
the child is truly rid of the infestation.

**** |T IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF PARENTS AND GUARDIANS TO REPORT ALL CASES OF HEAD
LICE INFESTATION AND REINFESTATION TO THEIR CHILD'S SCHOOL NURSE IMMEDIATELY. ****

Only then can steps be taken to prevent increased transmission within the school
environment. These steps include:

* Notification of parents/guardians of the presence of lice in the classroom.
* Individual head checks.

* Classroom decontamination following environmentally sound procedures.
WHERE CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION?

Your school nurse or personal health care provider can give you more re-
sources about head lice. There are helpful web sites, videos, articles and books
that they can recommend and/or lend to you.

Reminder!

Conant School Pictures

Monday, September 15th
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Show Your Conant Spirit !
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Safe Arrival Reminder

If your child is going to be absent from school for a day,
please remember to call Conant’s Safe Arrival Line, which
can be reached by dialing 978-263-2691. If your child is
ill, please be sure to indicate that, taking special care to
advise the school if he/she has a contagious disease such as
a strep infection or chicken pox.

Support Group Meets

Acton Boxborough Support Group for
Parents of Children with Challenges
(ABPCC) will also have our opening
morning meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Sep-
tember 24th at ABRHS room 131E. We will discuss
transitioning into a new grade and whatever con-
cerns people may have during the beginning of the
school year. Parenting a child with challenges, be
they learning, language, motor, sensory or behav-
ioral, can be, as the name implies, quite diffi-
cult. The primary goal of our support group is to
connect parents with others confronting similar
issues. By sharing concerns, experiences, re-
sources and ideas with each other,

Nurses Notes

Children occasionally require medica-
tions to be given at school. Itisim-
perative for the safety of our children
that "absolutely no medications are to
be carried by school students.” An
adult should bring the labeled medica-
tion in the original pharmacy bottle
with dosing instructions to the health
office.

we will strive to form a community of parents who
can provide mutual support and comfort.

Please join us! For further information on our
group, contact Francesca Ricciardi at

fmrO8@verizon.net or Lynn Armstrong at
lynn_armstrong2@verizon.net.

Thank you.
Heather Makris RN
Jenny Gormley, RN, MSN
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Communications
at Conant
Voice Mail
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http://conant.ab.mec.edu.

Guidelines for Students
Participating in After
School Activities at

Conant
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Office with a master list of
the children in the group.

~

Drop Off
Walkway

If you do decide to drop your child off
at school in the morning, please
remember that to reach the
designated drop off location, you
drive through the bus parking lot.
You may park briefly at the far end
of the parking lot if you wish to walk
your child to the front door.
Otherwise, your child should exit
your vehicle at the drop off sign.
Look for our student volunteer
standing close by. The student
volunteer will direct your child to
walk to the front door via the
sidewalk running parallel to the
school. The volunteer will walk your
child to the front door if requested to
do so.

Please do not drop your children off
at school prior to 15 minutes before
the official starting time of school.

Thank you all for your cooperation.

Sign-In Procedure

A reminder that the system-wide
visitor/volunteer sign-in procedure
remains in effect.

Upon arriving at the school, if you
intend to go beyond the main
lobby, you must sign-in at the main
office and receive a badge that is to
be worn during the time spent at
school.

Visitor and volunteer badges
assure our students

and staff that our

office personnel

know who is here.

Guidelines for Picking
Up Groups of Children

1. Each child being picked up needs
to bring a note to school, which
should tell us the name of the
person picking up the child. An
indication of the nature of the
activity (play group, birthday party,
scouts etc.) would also be helpful.
This could be provided under
OTHER on the Note To School form.

2. A master list of the children in
the group needs to be provided to
the Conant office.

3. Atdismissal, children go to
cafeteria for dismissal.

Lunch & Milk Tickets
Make Life Simpler!

Simplify your life by
purchasing lunch &
milk tickets for your
child/ren. An order
form will come home in
the family folders — fill
it out, enclose a check
& return it to school with your child -
the tickets will be returned home
that day. You can also stop by the
Cafetorium to make your purchase.
Remember, the cost of a lunch ticket
is $2.25 & milk tickets are 50 cents.

—J
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Conant School Student Directory Please Read the Conant Crier!
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Conant Crier Deadlines Article Deadline O 12
+
Attached is a table of the Conant Crier deadlines. The Crier normally
goes home to families on the first Friday of every month. The article Editor 1
deadlines are the Wednesday the week before the Crier goes home. .
E-Mail S - 5 %
Home Friday |Editor Article Deadline Courier 1
October 3rd seema_shenoy@hotmail.com Sept 24th
Conant Crier Staff
November 7th sudhir_krishnan@yahoo.com October 29th _ |
December 5th seema_shenoy@hotmail.com November 26th -
5 1 2
January 2nd sudhir_krishnan@yahoo.com December 24th
=
February 6th seema_shenoy@hotmail.com January 28th ' T+ ++
March 6th sudhir_krishnan@yahoo.com February 25th % )
April 3rd seema_shenoy@hotmail.com March 25th C
Ll 1 !
May 1st sudhir_krishnan@yahoo.com April 22nd
L T % 7 +
June 5th seema_shenoy@hotmail.com May 27th
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